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INTRODUCTION

Global Voices is a translation and interpretation company which has been
established for more than 10 years. Its headquarter is based in Stirling, the third biggest

city of Scotland where are gathered the sales and operation teams.

As part of my university course, | had to do an internship abroad, to put my
theoretical courses into practise. From the very beginning | focused my researches on a
position or company where | could use my language skills as well as my competences
regarding international business. When | heard about Global Voices, it appeared to me as
a very good opportunity. | have always been passionate about learning foreign languages
and to be able to join a company which focuses its activity on foreign languages was a

very good opportunity.

A Business Developer is part of the sales team. This person oversees the
development of strategic opportunities by developing relationships with existing clients

and by identifying new opportunities within a given market.

As well as putting my skills into practice, the main objective of this internship was
for me to find out to what extent selling translation and interpretation services helps

businesses to grow.

In the first part of this internship report | will describe my working environment
with a quick description of the company together with the services Global Voices offers
to its clients. Then, | will showcase the different tasks that | was given, explaining their
significance and objectives. Finally, | will set out my feedback on this work experience,

highlighting the challenges | faced and the successes | met.



Company overview

A. General identity card

Name of the company

Address

Legal status

Creation

Business activity

Phone number

Website

Virtual offices

Founder & Managing director

Number of employees?

Financial year

Turnover (2014-2015)

Countries account

Working hours

1 Appendix 1

Global Voices Ltd.

Scion House — Innovation Park — Stirling, FK9 4NF -
United Kingdom

Private Limited company

June 2004

Language Services Provider — Translation and
Interpretation services

+44 845 130 1170
www.globalvoices.co.uk

Paris, Milan, Geneva, Frankfurt, Boston
Luigi Koechlin

15

1%t of July — 30 of June

£2.7M

UK — Italy — France — Germany

8:30am -5 pm


http://www.globalvoices.co.uk/

B. Services provided

As a business, Global Voices offers translation and interpretation services. The
translation activity accounts for more than 80% of the annual company revenue while the

interpretation part only accounts for less than 20%.

As a translation provider, Global Voices offers its services in more than 140 languages
(from European languages to local dialects). Its extensive network of linguists allows to provide
translation in many different industries such as Life Science, Manufacturing, Legal, Financial,
etc. As well as translation, Global Voices can provide some certifications. From the in-house
certification (internal Global Voices certificate) to the apostille, the company can provide a
range of legal certifications. Moreover, Global Voices provides additional services such as
localisation?, transcription, voice-over and subtitling, desk top publishing (DTP)3 as well as
proofreading.

From an interpretation perspective, the company is offering a full range of services.
From the face to face interpretations, in consecutive or simultaneous, to the remote
interpretations, the company provides interpreters specialised in different industries for all
occasions. The remote interpretations include telephone or video interpretations provided at

any time all around the word.

Thanks to its network of more than 4000 linguists, Global Voices offers to its clients
translation or interpretation services in the following industries:
v' Consumer products: Fashion, Retails, Tourism, etc.
v Financial : bank, insurance, assets management, etc.

v' Games&Apps : Video games, mobile games, apps

2 Localisation: additional service usually provided after a translation. The localisation of a text consists in adapting
a translation according to the market targeted. For example: if in France, Pierre would be drinking a coffee while
reading le Figaro; in the English version, Peter would be drinking a tea while reading the Telegraph.

3 DTP: This additional service consists in reproducing the layout of a designed document (using design software
such as Indesign, Illustrator).



Legal: lawyers, patents, corporate law, etc.

Life Science: pharmaceuticals, medical devices, clinical research, cosmetics
Manufacturing: automotive, industrial equipment, aerospace, consumer goods, etc.
Public sector: government, not-for-profit organisation, education

Technology: hardware, software, etc.

SN N N NN

Energy: Oil&Gas, renewable energy, etc.

C. Main positions

» BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT MANAGER
The Business Development Manager is responsible for driving new business across a
variety of industry such as Life Science, Legal, Manufacturing, Oil & Gas, Governmental and
Financial and for ensuring that existing account opportunities are being maximized. This
includes identifying, developing and implementing various strategies that enable them to

target potential accounts.
> ACCOUNT MANAGER

The Account Manager must develop and manage customer accounts in its assigned
territories. Working towards a KPI4, the Account Manager must be comfortable working in a
sales-driven, KPI measured environment. Working alongside Operations, an AM manages the
guotation process, follows up to close the sale and contacts historic clients to grow the account
and more importantly gain repeated business. An Account Manager also has to answer and

resolve a diverse range of queries from clients.
» PROJECT MANAGER

A Project Manager is responsible for managing translation or interpretation projects

4 “A Key Performance Indicator is a measurable value that demonstrates how effectively a company is achieving
key business objectives. Organizations use KPIs at multiple levels to evaluate their success at reaching targets”
Available: https://www.klipfolio.com/resources/articles/what-is-a-key-performance-indicator. [Accesssed on the
25 of August 2017]



https://www.klipfolio.com/resources/articles/what-is-a-key-performance-indicator

from the client confirmation, to the delivery of the requested service. A Project Manager is
required to select and source the service to the most appropriate linguist from the Global
Voices extensive network. The Project Manager is accountable for the quality checking of the
submitted piece of work from the linguist, ensuring that the document has been formatted

accurately and challenging any unsatisfactory projects.
» QUALITY MANAGER

A Quality Manager ensures that all translation and interpretation projects are up to
standards (ISO 9001:2008). The Quality Manager is in contact with all other departments as
well as linguists and must make sure that processes are put in place and followed in order to
ensure that the quality standards are met. The Quality Manager is also in charge of solving the
issues with client by providing feedbacks and putting measures in place to prevent issues to

happen again.

Il. Business Development and additional tasks

| first started as a Business Developer, targeting the French manufacturing industry. The
aim of this task was to find new opportunities on the French and Swiss markets by making
outbound calls to a database of companies to develop my own client portfolio and learn the

business development process.

My performances as Business Developer were based on Key Performance Indicators®
set at the beginning of the internship and reviewed on a weekly basis with my line manager.

My daily KPI was:

Decision-maker Hot potential Email sent Quote request Sales (value)

30 1 15 1 £250

5> Appendix 2



| think that what | liked the most in the Business Development process was the feeling
of contributing to the development of my clients’ business. In our global economy, the aim of
most companies is to be able to sell their products or services at an international level. By
translating a brochure on a new product, a health and safety document or even a website,

Global Voices helps companies working towards their main objective.

A. Cold Calling

According to Investopedia, cold calling is “the solicitation of potential customers who
were not anticipating such an interaction. Cold calling is a technique whereby a salesperson
contacts individuals who have not previously expressed an interest in the products or services
that are being offered.”®

To be able to perform this task, we had some internal processes to follow. As a matter
of fact, the first step was to get to know the industry | would be targeting over the phone
during the following months: the manufacturing industry. Thanks to a detailed market research,
| found some very useful information regarding the main sub-sectors within the industry
together with some key figures, and the main exhibitions to come in this specific industry.

Then, the second step was to build my own database of companies, to have an
exhaustive list of enterprises to call during the day. This task was not the most interesting thing
| did during my internship but was obviously an important stage in the cold-calling process. To
achieve results, it was very important to understand how to target relevant companies.
However, this kind of researches were very time-consuming and from time to time | felt like |
was wasting my time.

On this note, | would suggest establishing a budget which would allow the company to buy
professional databases to spend more time on the phone and less time looking for companies.

Thanks to some trainings, | learnt little-by-little how to find relevant companies and
how to spot details which were confirming an actual translation need. During these researches,
I mainly used research websites such as Kompass.com, Europages.fr, or LinkedIn. LinkedIn was

a very useful tool as | could find both companies and decision-maker names thanks to the

6 Definition of cold calling. Available: http://www.investopedia.com/terms/c/coldcalling.asp. [Accessed on the
25 of August 2017]



http://www.investopedia.com/terms/c/coldcalling.asp
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incorporated search engine. To make it easy for me, | decided to split my researches per sub-

sector instead of looking for any random companies in the whole manufacturing industry.

It important to note that we had a very precise schedule to follow during the day: from
8:30 am to 11 am; it was prime-time’. From 11am to 12pm, we could work on our database
and send emails to the decision-maker. In the afternoon, straight after lunch and until 4pm,
we had to focus again on our calls to maximise the number of companies we could reach and

from 4 pm, we used to work again on the databases and the emails to be sent.

When it came to the calls, the most difficult part of this task was to get passed the
gatekeeper. Gatekeepers are employed by companies to control every call and stop sales calls.
The first step of this task was to convince the gatekeeper to put me through to the decision-
maker. My colleagues and | found out very quickly that the position of the decision-maker was
quite different depending on the industries we were targeting. Concerning the manufacturing
industry, | was mainly able to find decision-makers within the marketing or the export
department.

Once | was finally put through to a decision-maker, the aim of the call was to catch the
interest of the decision-maker and get as much information as possible regarding the company
needs. The first thing | learnt by myself when | started to call is that every single call is different,
and you will always be confronted to different situations. However, thanks to the trainings we
were given at the very beginning of the internship and every couple of weeks after we started
calling, | learnt how to handle the most common situations through explanations, experiences
sharing, and role plays.

The following step was to create new leads on the Global Voices portal to be able to
send the pre-sales brochure. This portal had been created couple of months before | started,
by the development team to register companies in a global database that can be accessed by

the whole company.

" Prime time is the moment of the day where we had to focus on calling.
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It is important to note that this task was is the very first step of the business
development process. The aim of this task was not only about doing outbound calls to let
people know about Global Voices, but mainly to learn the whole business development

process.

B. From a lead to a customer

After a couple of weeks of cold calling, during which | could already see my sales pitch
improve, | started receiving my first quote requests from leads | had generated in the past
weeks.

At this stage, the aim was to collect as much information as | could regarding the project,
the company’s expectations to be able to provide the decision-maker with the perfect quote.
As soon as we had all the information required, the Account Manager for France was dealing
with the requests as a Netsuite account was required. 8

After having sent the quote to the prospect, the last step was finally to follow-up to
win the project and to turn the prospect into a customer. It is important to note that this
follow-up process was very singular and most of our competitors were not actually doing it,

putting from the very beginning, Global Voices in a favourable position.
To maximise our chances on the phone, | had several trainings regarding this process,

given that it was considered as the most difficult part of the whole business development

process.

C. Additional tasks

Throughout my internship, | was given several additional asks in relation with the

Business Developer position. This was a great opportunity for me to vary tasks and gain further

8 Netsuite is the CRM (Customer Relationship Management) software that Global Voices uses daily to manage
and store all the prospect and client details but also all the transaction from the quote to the invoicing stage,
from a sales perspective. From a project management point of view, it also includes the linguists database, bills
and transactions.
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competences in other areas.

1. Credit control

The aim of this task was to collect payments for all invoices that were not being paid
on time. In general, the payment terms of Global Voices are 30 days. Unfortunately, for many
different reasons some invoices are not paid on time, and the aim of this task was mainly to

find out why and to collect payment accordingly.

The process was the following: on the 30t day, a first reminder is automatically sent to
the client via Netsuite with the invoice attached. If we don’t receive any feedback from the
client within the 2 following days, | had to follow up by calling the finance/accounts
department. The most important thing at this stage is to receive a date of payment for the
outstanding invoices. In this kind of calls, | was in the best position as we had provided these
companies with a service that they must pay.

From time to time, | found out about a quality issue while trying to collect a payment. In this
situation, the Account Manager, the Quality Manager and the Project Manager were taking

over the case to resolve the issue as soon as possible.

| think that this task gave me a lot more confidence on the phone as the situations were
usually easy to handle. Moreover, during this kind of calls, | was in a strong position as the

company | was contacting owed us money for a service we provided.

2. Prospect revival strategy

There are three stages in a company circle of life in Global Voices.
A company is classified as a lead when it’s the first time that there is a
Alead contact with Global Voices. A lead is a prospective consumer of our service

that has never bought from us.
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A lead becomes a prospect as soon as the company asks for a quote and
A prospect
shows a tangible interest in the services we are offering.
A prospect turns into a customer as soon as the company confirms the

A customer
quotation and begins a partnership with Global Voices.

The aim of the prospect incentive strategy is to turn as many prospects as possible into
customers. This task is very different from the cold calling and is usually called “warm calling”.
The approach is totally different because these companies already know about Global Voices
and the services we provide.

The process to follow was the following: before calling a company, find out the reason why
they did not accept the previous quote. The main reasons are: price, delivery, credibility or
NLN®. Then, | had to give a call to all the contact of the company to touch base about their
business. The aim of the call is of course to make sure they won’t forget about us for their next
requirement, but it’s also important to build a relationship with your contacts. It is not all about

Global Voices but about them and adding value to their business with our services.

| really enjoyed this additional task which allowed me to learn another sales strategy. Calls
are very different depending on the type of companies called. From a cold-calling strategy to
a follow-up of quote by way of prospect strategy, it is very important to vary the pitch as the

objective of those strategies are completely different.

lll. A challenging professional experience

This professional experience has been very challenging from the beginning to the very
last day. If there is something to remember from this internship, it would be it. However, the
challenges | was confronted to enabled me to gain a lot of competences and to have more

clarity on my professional career.

9 NLN: No Longer Needed —when a project is cancelled or postponed.
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A. An important learning curve

When | first started working at Global Voices, | did not have many competences related
to the position | was going to cover for more than 5 months. However, my university curriculum
together with the trainings | took throughout my internship allowed me to make the most of

this professional experience abroad.

First, | think that my four years at the University of Angers (bachelor’s degree and first
year of master’s degree) gave me strong competences from a language perspective. In addition
to arriving in a new company, | had to adapt myself to a new life environment: Scotland. Thus,
our languages courses gave me a lot of confidence in English, allowing me to socialise very
quickly inside and outside of the office. Moreover, it is important to note that even though the
office was composed of trainees and full-timers coming from many different countries, the
company culture required to communicate with all team members in English not to create any
language barriers. This rule enabled me to improve a lot my level of English from a professional
perspective.

Moreover, even though | could feel some pressure regarding my targets, | am glad |
went out of my comfort zone during this internship. At the beginning, the tasks — especially
the main one — scared me a bit as | did not have any competences nor experience in this field.
However, | think that the trainings | was provided with all along my internship allowed me to
have a full understanding of the company’s expectations and the processes to follow to reach
the KPIs.

Ultimately, | think that for the Business Developer position, the best way to become
more confident and to improve is by practicing. As a matter of fact, every call, every situation
and every company is different. Even though the role plays were of good help, | feel that the
more | spent time on the phone the more | enjoyed the task and strengthened my

competences.
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B. From an internship to a full-time position

Half way through my internship, the Managing Director offered me a position as
Business Development Manager following on from my internship. Global Voices is a small to
medium size company which has known an important growth for the past couple of years.
Therefore, the management team is always looking out for trainees who have the potential to

join the company as full-timers.

The position | was offered was very similar to the tasks | was working on during my
internship. However, | would be able to follow and implement myself the Business
Development process, from the cold-calling to the after-sales services. Even though | was not
expecting to get a job offer at this point, | was really enjoying my work and time at Global
Voices and decided to move this project forward by accepting the offer.

In addition to the Business Development side, they also gave me the opportunity to
train and manage a team composed of several Business Developers. Being a manager was a

completely new task, in which | had no experience nor competences to start with.

Looking back at this opportunity, even though the management side of the position
has been challenging for many months, | think that this is what | like most in the position | have
been covering for the past years. | have developed a strong sense of team spirit and discovered

the feeling of satisfaction everytime we move forward as a team.
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CONCLUSION

We often say, “when you do not know what you want to do, start with what you do not
want to do”. When | started my internship at Global Voices, my career plan was very vague and

| did not have a clue about the position | wanted to cover in the future.

My experience at Global Voices gave me a lot more clarity on my professional interests.
If something needs to be remembered from this internship report, it would be it. | found the
right balance between my interest in foreign languages and international business. The main
raison why | like foreign languages is because, by learning them, we are able to overcome the
barriers between people all around the world. By selling translation and interpretation services,

we help people and companies break down the language barriers.

From Business Development to Credit Control, | was given several tasks during my
internship. Those tasks allowed me to understand the whole company process and develop
further competences. These 5 months have been challenging and | went out of my comfort
zone on several occasions. But these challenges allowed me to gain competences as well as
confidence and improve my language skills. | think that challenges and responsibilities are the
best way for students to move forward on their professional career and | am grateful to Global

Voices for having given me this opportunity.

Ultimately, | was offered a position of Business Development Manager which | accepted
straight away. | consider this as a once in a lifetime opportunity and as the beginning of my

professional career.
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APPENDIX 1
Organisation chart

GLOBAL VOICES LTD - ORGANISATION CHART

Luigi Koechlin
Managing director

Craig Lovatt Jurgita Koechlin Stéphanie Migaud
Robert McKenna Business Development Quality Manager Senior Projet
Finance Director Director Manager
Andrew Turnbull Mhairi Nishet _
Developer Manager Digital Marketeur
Manuel Costa Silvia Granzo ianelli
Ttaly Country Manager Interpretation Project Heﬂ.%wu_w% w_m“.;_: Emma Hanson
Manager Acmimsirator Juntor Project
Manager
Giulia De Donno Céline Landra
Italy Account Manager Account Manager France
Matteo Cavaricci Neil Findlay
UK Account Manager Business Development

Manager UK
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APPENDIX 2
KPI spreadsheet
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APPENDIX 3:
Liste des principaux postes de I’entreprise ouverts aux diplomés LEA

Account manager France — Responsable des ventes : Le responsable des ventes est
en charge de gérer et développer les comptes clients déja existant sur un territoire défini.
En relation constante avec les services des Opérations, il suit le processus complet de
ventes, de la création du devis, au service apres-ventes.
Ses taches incluent :

e Réception des demandes de devis

e Création de devis

e Négociations pré-ventes

e Suivi client post-ventes

e Accueil téléphonique

e Suivi du portefeuille clients

e Résolution des problemes de non-satisfaction.

Business Development Manager France - Responsable du développement
commercial : Le responsable du développement commercial est en charge de rechercher
de nouvelles opportunités commerciales et développer son propre portefeuille clients,
déja existant par le biais de diverses stratégies marketing et commerciales.

Ses taches incluent :

e Prospection téléphonique — Cold Calling

e Suivi du portefeuille clients

e Création de devis

e Négociation pré-ventes

e Suivi client post-ventes

e Résolution des problemes de non-satisfaction
e Réponses aux appels d’offres

e Analyse concurrentielle — Benchmarking
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INTRODUCTION

“BREXIT” — a word which has been used countless time by the politics and the
medias for the 5 years. Behind this expression, is hidden a crucial reassessment that hit
the European Union. Since its creation, the European Union has faced many challenges

and crisis which allowed it to be what it become: the first global economic power.

Yet, the concept of Brexit seems to cast a shadow over the European Union where
the discontent of the citizens seems to have been rising for the past decade. The focus of
this research work will be to understand the ins and outs of Brexit in order to foresee

which impact will Brexit have on the future of the European Union.

I have been living in the United Kingdom for more than 2 years now and the
subject around Brexit fascinates me. From the prospect of Brexit to its implementation, I
lived the whole situation among my fellow colleagues and friends which gave me a very
different perspective regarding this important topic.
As a European citizen living and working in the United Kingdom, the announcement of
Brexit did raise some questions about my future in the country which is in the process of

withdrawing from the European Union.

These questions led to the main objective of this research work which is to

determine to what extend Brexit marks a new era for the European Union.

Throughout this period of research and analysis, my main challenge was to find
information resources which did not involve any stance on this subject which is highly
related to politics. To this end, I based a lot of my work on official resources other than
newspapers which tend to have political attitude. However, the topic still being on the
spotlight while I was working on this research, the news — on newspapers as well as on

TV — allowed me to have a full understanding of the situation day after day.

In order to understand to what extend we can say that Brexit has implied a new
era of the European Union, I will firstly focus on understanding the context which led to

the notion of Brexit. Then, I will explain the concept of Brexit and showcase the stakes
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of such a change for both the United Kingdom and the European Union. Finally, I will
highlight other reasons which show that Brexit is closing a chapter on the history of the

European continent.
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I. Overview

I decided to focus the first part of my research work on understanding the situation
which led to Brexit. By exploring the history of the European Union and the United
Kingdom as well as their relationship, it will be easier to understand which factors pulled
the United Kingdom towards the exit.

What was the European Union created for? How did the European Union change
decades after decades? Why did the United Kingdom decide to join the European Union
in first place? How was the relationship between the European Union and the United

Kingdom? The aim of this first part will be to give clarity on the above questions.

A. The European Union

Over the years, the European Union has seen many changes occur. From an
organisational perspective to an economic and political point of view, this international
organisation has developed itself and became more and more significant on the
international scene. To understand the place and the functioning of the European Union,

I focused my researches on the history and the expansion of the EU.

1. History and key facts

The European Union is an international organisation now composed of 28
countries. It was created after the World War Il to avoid wars, ensure freedom and security
and promote economic and social progress. It was first called the European Coal and Steel
Community (ECSC), an organisation created from the union of six countries — France,
Germany, Belgium, Italy, Luxembourg and the Netherlands. In 1957, the ECSC became
the European Economic Community (EEC) through the creation of the Treaty of Rome.
Little by little, countries from the European continent joined this international
organisation which officially became the European Union in 1993 with the signature of
the Treaty of Maastricht. In 2009, the Lisbon Treaty — also known as Treaty on European
Union (T.E.U.) — changed the way the European Union works, at different levels, with
the redaction of the Article 50. This article recognises for the first time in History of the
European Union, the right for any member-states to withdraw from the Union.

It 1s important to note that it took several decades for the European Union to
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become as big as it is now. The adhesion of new countries to this organisation started in
1973 with Denmark, Ireland and the United Kingdom followed by a few other waves of
entries, until the adhesion of Croatia in 2013. From an adhesion perspective, becoming a
member of the European Union has never been an easy task: all applicants need to meet
several criteria, also known as the Copenhagen criteria. Those indicators include
economic criteria:

- “a functioning market economy and the capacity to cope with competition and
market forces”

and political aspects:

- “stability of institutions guaranteeing democracy, the rule of law, human rights
and respect for and protection of minorities”10

- but also, the acceptance of all EU legislations by the countries wanting to join

the Union.

2. Towards the standardisation of the economy

The economic purpose of the Union was fully realised in 1957 when the Treaty of
Rome was ratified. From this moment, not only did the E.C.S.C. become the European
Economic Union, but it also put into motion the creation of a single market.

The first step of this important project was realised in 1968 when the national
barriers were cut between members of the Union and a single custom tariff was created
for countries outside of the Union. This new policy allows the free movement of goods
on the E.E.C. internal market. The positive effects on the trades within the community
were significant from the beginning: between 1958 and 1972, the intra-community trades
were multiplied by 911. The Union also met an important change in 1992 when a policy
on the free movement of capital was applied through the Treaty of Maastricht. This means
that all restrictions on capital movement between member-states are prohibited as well as
movement between member-states and countries outside the Union. Finally, the free
movement of people was established in 1985 but put into practice in 1995 at the Schengen
Convention, finalising the realisation of the European single market. However, it is

important to note that unlike the two other policies, not all member-states agreed to join

10 https://ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/policy/glossary/terms/accession-
criteria_en [Accessed 10th June 2017];

11 http://www.touteleurope.eu/les-politiques-europeennes/marche-
interieur/synthese/histoire-du-marche-interieur.html [Accessed 10th June 2017]



https://ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/policy/glossary/terms/accession-criteria_en
https://ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/policy/glossary/terms/accession-criteria_en
http://www.touteleurope.eu/les-politiques-europeennes/marche-interieur/synthese/histoire-du-marche-interieur.html
http://www.touteleurope.eu/les-politiques-europeennes/marche-interieur/synthese/histoire-du-marche-interieur.html
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the Schengen area: only 22 member-states out of 28 are part of this area?.

The realisation of this important project — the creation of a single market — took
several decades to see the light of day. However, it is seen by the member-states as a real
opportunity to develop the economy of the European Union in various ways: opening of
more job opportunities, reduction of prices due to an increase of the competition, a huge
business opportunity due to a total of nearly 500 million consumers leading to an increase
of prosperity*®.

In addition to this first economic success, the European Union worked toward a
new project aiming to create a single and unique European currency. The idea of a
common currency was first introduced in the 1960s but nothing was ever done about it.
It is only in 1988 that the European Council officially expressed the desire to create an
Economic and Monetary Union in three phases: first, the enforcement of the monetary
collaboration; second, the creation of the European Monetary Institute; third, the
irrevocable fixing of conversion rates for national currencies and introduction of the Euro
currency. In addition to these phases, the Treaty of Maastricht of 1992 established the
convergence criteria as part of the introduction of the single currency. These criteria were
created to give some guidance in the decision to open the single currency to the member-
states*.

How it is measured?

What is measured? Convergence criteria

Not more than 1.5 percentage

Harmonised consumer points above the rate of

Price stability

price inflation rate

the three best performing
countries

Sound public finances

Government deficit as
% of GDP

Reference value: not more
than 3%

Sustainable public

Government debt as %

Reference value: Not more

finances of GDP than 60%
Not more than 2 percentage
X6 points above the rate of
lity of
LIL L Long-term interest rate | the three best performing
convergence

countries in terms of price
stability

Exchange rate
stability

Deviation from a
central rate

Participation in the European
Exchange Rate Mechanism
for two years

As we can see on the table above, the criteria to meet for a member-state to be

12 Appendix 1

13 http://www.eubusiness.com/topics/sme/eu-single-market-guide/ [Accessed 10" of June 2017]

14 https://www.quora.com/Why-didnt-Sweden-join-the-eurozone [Accessed 12" of June 2017]



http://www.eubusiness.com/topics/sme/eu-single-market-guide/
https://www.quora.com/Why-didnt-Sweden-join-the-eurozone
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able to introduce the Euro are quite strict and only 11 members states out of 15 — which
was the number of countries that were part of the European Union in 1999 — were granted
access to the Euro currency. With the entry of Lithuania in the group in 2015, the

15 is now made up of 19 member-states. It is important to note that the objective

Eurozone
is eventually for all state-members to join the Eurozone when they meet the convergence

criteria explained previously.

3. Towards a political union

Whereas the economic purpose of the European Union was recognised from the
creation of the C.S.C.E., its political orientation has appeared little by little and its
presence was confirmed in several occasions. First, it is important to note that, as
explained before, the aim of the creation of the Union was completely apolitical, and
entirely based on an economic, social and security partnership.

From the E.C.S.C to the European Union, this international organisation has
developed itself from an organisational perspective. Nowadays, the European Union is
controlled by seven main bodies: the European Council, the Council of the European, the
European Commission, the European Parliament, the Court of Justice of the European
Union, the Court of Auditors and the European Central Bank. All member-states are
represented in those institutions which are working toward the best interests of the Union
in their very area of expertise. The presence of all these institutions is moving the
European Union status towards the question of European sovereignty, as explained by
Adrian TOKAR, lawyer at the European Commission, in his book “SOMETHING
HAPPENED. SOVEREIGNTY AND EUROPEAN INTEGRATION":

“One is tempted to ask whether it is possible at all to speak about sovereignty at a
European level, given these weak means of enforcement'®. The answer is yes: the EU does
have sovereignty in a legal sense; it creates legal norms that are superior to legal norms
of the member states.”

He also adds in his book that:

“The member states do not enjoy legal supremacy in areas entrusted to the EU”

15 Expression which characterises all member-states of the European Union that have adopted the Euro
currency.

16 “Means of enforcement: The EU has no means of law enforcement typical for a nation-state, namely it
has no police or army of its own.” - SOMETHING HAPPENED. SOVEREIGNTY AND EUROPEAN
INTEGRATION, by Adrian TOKAR - http://www.iwm.at/wp-content/uploads/jc-11-021.pdf
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Many of the European member-states are indeed concerned about the loss of their national
sovereignty in favour of a European sovereignty.

In addition to this, the Treaty of Maastricht — alongside a lot of the rules that
determine the politic functioning of the European Union nowadays — introduced in 1992,
the notion of European citizenship. This idea does not replace the national citizenship but
gives all citizens of EU states further rights and duties. One of them is the right to move
and reside in any member-states of the European Union. With this in mind, it is very
interesting to see the consequences on the European migration flows. For instance, in
2010, “the member-states hosting the largest number of E.U. immigrations were Germany
(3.7 million), Spain (2.5 million), France (2.4 million), the UK (2.2 million) and Italy (1.2
million)*””. Furthermore, in 2010, “The EU countries with the largest number of people
living in other EU countries were Romania (2.3 million), Poland (1.9 million), Italy (1.7
million), Germany (1.5 million) and the UK (1.4 million)”*8. As we can see in those
statistics, some of the countries mentioned above — for instance, the United-Kingdom or
Germany — are among the European countries counting the largest numbers of both E.U.
immigrants and national emigrants.

Besides, this notion of European citizenship was followed by the concept of a
European Constitution which was brought to the light of day in 2004 with the Treaty of
Rome, also known as Treaty establishing a Constitution for Europe (T.C.E.). However,
to put this treaty into motion, it needed to be ratified by every single member of the
European Union — 25 in number. Some European member-states — for instance, France
and the Netherland — decided to subject the treaty to their citizens through a referendum.
In France, the referendum was held on the 29" of May 2005 with a result of 54.7% for
the “no”®°. As for the referendum in the Netherland, the result was also negative — 52%
of the population voted against the treaty on the European Constitution putting an end to
this project.

B. Relationship between the European Union and the United Kingdom

17 Statistics from http://www.migrationobservatory.ox.ac.uk/resources/briefings/eu-migrants-in-other-eu-
countries-an-analysis-of-bilateral-migrant-stocks/ [ Accessed the 12% of June 2017]
18 Statistics from http://www.migrationobservatory.ox.ac.uk/resources/briefings/eu-migrants-in-other-eu-
countries-an-analysis-of-bilateral-migrant-stocks/ [Accessed the 12 of June 2017]
19 http://ec.europa.eu/commfrontoffice/publicopinion/flash/fl171 en.pdf [Accessed the 12" of June 2017]



http://www.migrationobservatory.ox.ac.uk/resources/briefings/eu-migrants-in-other-eu-countries-an-analysis-of-bilateral-migrant-stocks/
http://www.migrationobservatory.ox.ac.uk/resources/briefings/eu-migrants-in-other-eu-countries-an-analysis-of-bilateral-migrant-stocks/
http://www.migrationobservatory.ox.ac.uk/resources/briefings/eu-migrants-in-other-eu-countries-an-analysis-of-bilateral-migrant-stocks/
http://www.migrationobservatory.ox.ac.uk/resources/briefings/eu-migrants-in-other-eu-countries-an-analysis-of-bilateral-migrant-stocks/
http://ec.europa.eu/commfrontoffice/publicopinion/flash/fl171_en.pdf
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“Describing Britain?® as an awkward partner in the EU seems to make intuitively
sense®”: while this sentence gives an overview about the relationship between the United
Kingdom and the European Union, I first decided to focus my researches on the
Euroscepticism which was proven to be very present in the United Kingdom over the past
decades. However, my researches put to the light of day the fact that the integration of
the United Kingdom within the European Union was not an easy task. Finally, those two

important facts led to the creation of an unusual status for the United Kingdom.

1. Euroscepticism and the United Kingdom

According to Britannica, the Euroscepticism or Euroskepticism, is a “European
political doctrine that advocates disengagement from the European Union (EU)??”. In the
case of the United-Kingdom, this notion was proven to be very present in the history of
the country ever since the creation of the European Coal and Steel Community.

Whereas Winston Churchill encouraged the creation of a “United-States of

2% _in his address given on the 19" of September 1946 in Zurich — he also made

Europe
clear that the United Kingdom would not take part of this creation.
The first reason behind the exclusion of the United Kingdom to the European project was
the fear that being part of this new organisation would jeopardise their privileged trading
relationship with the members of the Commonwealth. For that matter, Winston Churchill
considered — during his speech — the United Kingdom to be “friends and sponsors of the
new Europe”?,

Moreover, the question of sovereignty was the second argument that steered the United-

Kingdom not to take part of this new project. In fact, the creation of a union between

20 «“Britain” is used short for “United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Island””. Christian Splett.
Britain and European Integration: The Awkward Partner Thesis revisited. Page 12 Available:
https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=PbJSAQAAQBAJ&pg=PA12&dqg=relationship+between+the+UK+
and+EU&hI=fr&sa=X &ved=0ahUKEwjzybel 7rDVAhUDDSAKHbWrDyY4ChDoAQhhMAc#v=onepag
e&q=relationship%20between%20the%20UK %20and%20EU & f=false

21 Christian Splett. Britain and European Integration: The Awkward Partner Thesis revisited. Page 12
Available:https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=PbJSAQAAQBAJ&pg=PA12&dg=relationship+between+
the+UK+and+EU&hl=fr&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjzybel 7rDVAhUDD8 AKHbWrDyY4ChDoAQhhMA c#
v=onepage&qg=relationship%20between%20the%20UK%20and%20EU&f=false

22 https://www.britannica.com/topic/Euroskepticism [Accessed the 13th of June]

2 Expression used by Winston Churchill in his speech. Transcript
available:https://www.cvce.eu/obj/discours_de_ winston_churchill zurich 19 septembre 1946-fr-
eacb02e7-ea6b-4299-aa43-10819f0d44bf.html [Accessed the 13th of June]

24 Transcript of Winston Churchill speech on the 19th of September 1946 in Zurich. Available :
https://www.cvce.eu/obj/discours_de_winston_churchill zurich 19_septembre 1946-fr-eacb02e7-ea6b-
4299-2a43-10819f0d44bf.html [Accessed the 13th of June]



https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=PbJ5AQAAQBAJ&pg=PA12&dq=relationship+between+the+UK+and+EU&hl=fr&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjzybe17rDVAhUDD8AKHbWrDyY4ChDoAQhhMAc#v=onepage&q=relationship%20between%20the%20UK%20and%20EU&f=false
https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=PbJ5AQAAQBAJ&pg=PA12&dq=relationship+between+the+UK+and+EU&hl=fr&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjzybe17rDVAhUDD8AKHbWrDyY4ChDoAQhhMAc#v=onepage&q=relationship%20between%20the%20UK%20and%20EU&f=false
https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=PbJ5AQAAQBAJ&pg=PA12&dq=relationship+between+the+UK+and+EU&hl=fr&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjzybe17rDVAhUDD8AKHbWrDyY4ChDoAQhhMAc#v=onepage&q=relationship%20between%20the%20UK%20and%20EU&f=false
https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=PbJ5AQAAQBAJ&pg=PA12&dq=relationship+between+the+UK+and+EU&hl=fr&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjzybe17rDVAhUDD8AKHbWrDyY4ChDoAQhhMAc#v=onepage&q=relationship%20between%20the%20UK%20and%20EU&f=false
https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=PbJ5AQAAQBAJ&pg=PA12&dq=relationship+between+the+UK+and+EU&hl=fr&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjzybe17rDVAhUDD8AKHbWrDyY4ChDoAQhhMAc#v=onepage&q=relationship%20between%20the%20UK%20and%20EU&f=false
https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=PbJ5AQAAQBAJ&pg=PA12&dq=relationship+between+the+UK+and+EU&hl=fr&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjzybe17rDVAhUDD8AKHbWrDyY4ChDoAQhhMAc#v=onepage&q=relationship%20between%20the%20UK%20and%20EU&f=false
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Euroskepticism
https://www.cvce.eu/obj/discours_de_winston_churchill_zurich_19_septembre_1946-fr-eacb02e7-ea6b-4299-aa43-10819f0d44bf.html
https://www.cvce.eu/obj/discours_de_winston_churchill_zurich_19_septembre_1946-fr-eacb02e7-ea6b-4299-aa43-10819f0d44bf.html
https://www.cvce.eu/obj/discours_de_winston_churchill_zurich_19_septembre_1946-fr-eacb02e7-ea6b-4299-aa43-10819f0d44bf.html
https://www.cvce.eu/obj/discours_de_winston_churchill_zurich_19_septembre_1946-fr-eacb02e7-ea6b-4299-aa43-10819f0d44bf.html
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several countries from the Europe continent would automatically mean the establishment
of a collective decision-making process regarding several subjects, which would
jeopardize the sovereignty of the United-Kingdom. With this in mind, it is very important
to note that the value of national sovereignty has always been very important in the history
of the United Kingdom and it was as well, unthinkable for them to lose their sovereignty
in favour of a union created by countries which suffered from the World War II. Following
the refusal of the United Kingdom to join the creation of the E.C.S.C, the country decided
to put in place a trade union called the European Free Trade Association (E.F.T.A.) in
1960 — association which includes Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Switzerland, Austria and
Portugal — with the aim to compete with the E.C.S.C — which became the E.E.C. in 1957.
Following this difficult start in the relationship between the United Kingdom and
the European Union, it is important to note that the country has not made the E.U.’s life
easy in several occasions — from its entry in the Union to the announcement of its
withdrawal.
In 1975 — only a year after its official entry in the European Economic Community — the
membership of the United Kingdom was questioned by the British government who
wanted to renegotiate its conditions of membership, and , its contribution to the European
budget. This desire to change the rules led to a referendum on the upholding of the United
Kingdom within the Community. The result was positive at 67% which led the United
Kingdom to keep his membership.
Moreover, the evidence of a tumultuous relationship was also confirmed by Margaret
Thatcher in 1979 with the very famous “I want my money back™ triggering a 5-year
confrontation with the European Union regarding the participation of the United
Kingdom to the budget. Even though this confrontation was, by far, the most virulent, it
is worth mentioning that the question of the participation of the country in the European
budget was brought up several times in the history of the European Union.
Finally, the United Kingdom showed its scepticism in several occasions during the
signature and ratification of several treaties within the scope of the construction of the
European Union. For instance, the United Kingdom refused to sign the Schengen
Agreement in 1985, allowing the free circulation of citizens within the signatory countries.
In addition to that, the United Kingdom showed and confirmed its refusal to join the single

currency project featured by the Treaty of Maastricht in 1992.
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2. A torn perception for the European Union towards the United
Kingdom

Even though it can be tempting to lay responsibility on the United Kingdom which
has always shown a certain scepticism towards the European Union, it is important to
understand the position of the European Union in this relationship.

The United Kingdom decided to join the E.E.C. in 1961 for economic and political
reasons. From an economic point of view, the E.F.T.A. did not work as well as expected
and the trades with the members of the Commonwealth were slowing down as its
members were rushing to do business with the new economic community. From a
political point of view, it is worth mentioning that on one side, the United States largely
recommended the United Kingdom to join the E.E.C., and on the other side, the country
was afraid to face a political isolation.

The first application of the United Kingdom to the E.E.C. led to a refusal due to a veto
from the French President — Charles De Gaulle —in 1963. The first reason which explains
this veto was the strong relationship between the United Kingdom and the United States?°.
De Gaulle saw the desire of the United Kingdom to join the E.E.C. as an opportunity for
the United States to influence the Union through the United Kingdom. The second main
reason of this refusal was linked to the questioning of the Common Agricultural Policy
(C.A.P.) by the United Kingdom a year before its application?. On this note, it is worth
mentioning that the CAP had always been a very important question for the French
President, and questioning CAP was unthinkable.
However, this failure did not discourage the United Kingdom which applied a second
time to join the E.E.C. in 1967 — this second application was vetoed straight away by
Charles de Gaulle. Once again, the main reasons for his refusal were: on one hand, the
questioning of the C.A.P. by the applicant which would have negative consequences on
the policy; on the other hand, the profound Atlanticism?’ of the United Kingdom. But the

French President also added to his list of reasons, the economic situation?® of the United

%5 https://www.cvce.eu/obj/general de gaulle s_first veto-en-8292bdba-af21-44c0-aa39-
234e94ffe29.html [Accessed on the 17" of June 2017]

% https://www.cvce.eu/obj/general _de gaulle s first veto-en-8292b4ba-af21-44c0-aa39-
234e94ffe29.html [Accessed on the 17 of June 2017]

2" Atlanticism: “Belief in or support for a close relationship between western Europe and the US, or
particularly for NATO.” Available: https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/us/Atlanticism [Accessed
on the 17" of June 2017]

28 The United Kingdom faced a period of economic difficulties leading them to depreciate their currency



https://www.cvce.eu/obj/general_de_gaulle_s_first_veto-en-8292b4ba-af21-44c0-aa39-f234e94ffe29.html
https://www.cvce.eu/obj/general_de_gaulle_s_first_veto-en-8292b4ba-af21-44c0-aa39-f234e94ffe29.html
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https://www.cvce.eu/obj/general_de_gaulle_s_first_veto-en-8292b4ba-af21-44c0-aa39-f234e94ffe29.html
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/us/Atlanticism
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Kingdom at the time of its application. The French President also threatened to leave the
E.E.C. if the United Kingdom became a member.
The United Kingdom was finally able to join the European Economic Community in 1973,
after the dismissal of Charles de Gaulle from the French presidency in 1969.

Moreover, the disagreement of European Union with the United Kingdom came
back to the point after the terrorist attacks on the 11 of September 2011 in the United
States. From this moment, Iraq became the main target of the United States which was
followed by the United Kingdom — its long-standing ally. But the European Union - and
France — did not agree with the position of the United Kingdom on that matter. This
situation created once again tensions between the European Union and the United

Kingdom.

3. A special status for the United Kingdom within the European Un-
ion

As it was demonstrated in the previous parts, the relationship between the
European Union and the United Kingdom was never simple nor smooth. They have been
fighting over decades to be able to function together and to work towards their best
interests — which led to the creation of a special status for the United Kingdom within the
European Union.

The first illustration of this unusual status happened in 1984, as a consequence of
the 5-year polemic of Margaret Thatcher to lower the contribution of the United Kingdom
to the general budget of the Union. By this time, she managed to get a price cut on the
financial contribution of the United Kingdom — which persisted over time. In fact, it is
only in 2014 that the European Union requested an increase of two billion pounds on the
United Kingdom contribution for which Prime Minister David Cameron negotiated an
extension of the payment terms?°.

Its second demonstration occurred during the Schengen convention in 1985 when

the United Kingdom decided not to sign the Schengen agreement allowing the free

movement of people within the Schengen Area. The main reason behind its refusal was

(the pound).
2 http://www.lexpress.fr/actualite/monde/europe/le-royaume-uni-champion-des-passe-droits-en-
europe 1684162.html [Accessed on the 17" of June 2017]
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related to the provisions regarding the border control. It is also worth mentioning that
Ireland did not sign the Schengen agreement either to be able to maintain the Common
Travel Area®® with the United-Kingdom.

This situation happened again in 1993 at the signature of the Treaty of Maastricht
where the United Kingdom negotiated an “opt-out” clause regarding their participation to
the project on the single currency. The United Kingdom refused to take part to this project
mainly because the single currency would end its independence in terms of monetary

policy.

IL. Brexit and its stakes

As it was explained previously, the relationship between the United-Kingdom and
the European Union has never been consistently good and several times, brought into
question the place of the United Kingdom within the European Union. From the creation
of Brexit to its implementation, the aim of this second part is to understand the concept
behind this word, and its consequences on both the United Kingdom and the European

Union.

A. What is Brexit?

According the Oxford Dictionary, Brexit means “the withdrawal of the United
Kingdom from the European Union®'”. This word was created from a “blend of British
(or Britain) and exit”®? in 2012 following the term “Grexit” — created couple of month
before in relation to the possible exit of Greece from the Eurozone following its

government-debt crisis.

1. Concept and realisation

“And when we have negotiated that new settlement, we will give the British

30 “The Common Travel Area (CTA) is a travel zone that comprises Ireland, the United Kingdom, the Isle
of Man, Jersey and Guernsey. (The Isle of Man, Jersey and Guernsey are self-governing British Crown
Dependencies.) The CTA’s internal borders are subject to minimal or non-existent border controls, and can
normally be crossed by British and Irish Citizens with minimal identity documents.” Available:
http://www.entitledto.co.uk/help/Common_travel area [Accessed on the 19th of June]

31 https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/brexit [Accessed on the 23" of June 2017]

32 https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/brexit [Accessed on the 23" of June 2017]



http://www.entitledto.co.uk/help/Common_travel_area
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/brexit
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/brexit

Page |18

people a referendum with a very simple in or out choice. To stay in the European Union
on these terms, or to come out altogether

These were the words pronounced by the Prime Minister David Cameron on the 23™ of
January 2013 during his campaign for the re-election. Through this speech, the outgoing
Prime Minister made the promise to the British citizens: to hold a referendum on the
membership of the United Kingdom within the European Union under one condition — to
be re-elected in 2015.

First, it is interesting to have a look at the reasons that pushed David Cameron —

who was always in favour of the European Union — to make this promise to the British
citizens. David Cameron faced a rise of Euroscepticism in this own party — the
Conservatives — which put pressure on him regarding the question of the European Union.
In addition to that, he also faced a rise in power of the U.K.L.P., also known as the UK
Independence Party. This party has campaigned for decades for the withdrawal of the
United Kingdom from the European Union and for an anti-immigration functioning.
Having a look at this situation, we can easily say that the Prime Minister put himself in a
very tricky position which led him to make very a dangerous declaration.
Although the opinion polls forecasted a close run between the Conservatives and the
Labour party, the results were unexpected, and gave a substantial advantage to the
Conservative party over the others. As a matter of fact, the Conservatives won the
elections by 331 seats®*, which means 4 seats above the needed number to get to the
majority. Once the results of the elections were made official, David Cameron had the
obligation to observe his promise regarding the referendum on the European Union and
events related to David Cameron’s promise came one after another leading to the
referendum on the 23™ of June 2015.

The process started only a couple of days after the elections, on the 25" of June
2015 when the Prime Minister first indicated his projects on the United-Kingdom’s
continued membership in the European Union in front of the European Union where he
stated:

“The European Union needs to change. Britain’s relationship with the European Union

needs to change, and I've got a plan to achieve that: reform, renegotiation and

33 https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2013/jan/23/david-cameron-eu-speech-referendum [Accessed on
the 23" of June 2017]
34 http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/election/2015/results [Accessed on the 21" of June 2017]
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referendum.

This speech shows that the referendum was not the only project that the Prime Minister
wanted to carry on. Before giving the choice to the British people, he also wanted to offer
the United Kingdom a better deal by renegotiating some conditions of their membership.
But it was only in November that he characterised in writing, the areas in which he wanted
to renegotiate the U.K. membership. Following David Cameron’s move, Donald Tusk —
president of the European Council — presented a proposal in preparation of a new
agreement in February 2016, covering all the topics that the U.K. Prime Minister
mentioned in his request. It is also worth mentioning that David Cameron officially gave
the date of the referendum — the 23™ of June 2016 — in the same month, and in that way,
implemented the third part of his project. Finally, the leaders of the European Union
managed to find a new agreement with the United Kingdom after several months of
intense negotiations — agreement which reinforced the special status of the United
Kingdom.

2. Referendum and the results

“This will be a once-in-a-generation moment to shape the destiny of our
country.”® Couple of months after the end of the negotiations between the United
Kingdom and the European Council on the status of the country within the Union, the
long-awaited referendum on the United Kingdom’s continued membership in the E.U.
took place on the 23™ of June 2016.

On this important day for the United Kingdom, the question asked to the British
people was: “Should the United Kingdom remain a member of the European Union or
leave the European Union?” The two possible answers were: “Remain a member of the
European Union” or “Leave the European Union”. Thereon, it is worth mentioning that
the turn of phrase has revised several times to make sure that no ambiguity would come
from the possible answers. As a matter of fact, the United Kingdom electoral
commission®’ decided to replace the yes/no question originally planned — Should the

United-Kingdom remain in the European Union? — in order not to favour the “yes” over

3 https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/european-council-june-2015-david-camerons-speech
[Accessed on the 24" of June 2017]

36 http://uk.reuters.com/article/us-britain-eu-cameron-speech-idUKKCNOVS2VZ [Accessed on the 1% of
July]

87 Commission which oversees all electoral procedures in the U.K.
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the “no”.

From a result perspective — first, it is important to note that 72.2"% of the electoral
body went to the polling stations to make their voice count. As a point of comparison, it
is interesting to have a look at the participation rate during the first referendum on the
European Union which took place in 1975. At that time, 64.5% of the electoral body went

to vote, which makes a difference of more than 8 million voters between the two

referendums.

UK Votes Leave
Leave Remain
51.9% 48.1%
17,410,742 16,141 241
VOTES VOTES

Turnout 72.2%

Sl ' it B|B|C

Even though the general results led to the success of the “leave” with 51.9%3% of
the votes, we can see very important discrepancies on the results depending on the regions.
As a matter of fact, while England and Wales voted respectively at 53.4% and 52.5% in
favour of “leave”, Scotland and Northern Ireland voted to “remain” at 62% and 55.6%.
With this in mind, we can easily say that the repartitions of voters between the regions
did not contribute positively to the “remain” camp as England — which counts the highest
number of voters — went for the “leave”. In terms of districts, it is important to note that
a total of 263 of them voted to “leave” against 119 to “remain” which corresponds to a
rate of 68.8%.

Moreover, according to a study run by the YouGov institute®®, 71% of the 18-24 and 54%

38 hitp://www.bbc.co.uk/news/politics/eu_referendum/results [Accessed on the Ist of July 2017]
%9 https://yougov.co.uk/news/2016/06/27/how-britain-voted/ [Accessed on the 1% of July 2017]



http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/politics/eu_referendum/results
https://yougov.co.uk/news/2016/06/27/how-britain-voted/

Page |21

of the 25-49 voted to “remain”. On the contrary, 60% of the 50-64 voted to “leave”
together with 64% of the more than 65 years old. In addition to the discrepancies that we
pointed out depending on the regions, we can also say that the opinion on the question of
the United Kingdom’s continued membership in the European Union was very conflicting
based on the age bracket of the voters. However, these differences of opinion between
young and elder generations can be explained. On one hand, the elder generations have
been living their lives around the creation and the development of today’s European
Union and were confronted to the rise of Euroscepticism over the years, which most likely
pushed them to vote to “leave”. On the other hand, the younger generations have always
lived in a country which was part of the European Union and the success of “leave” would
have several unknown consequences on their future — which most likely led them to vote

to “remain”.

3. Implementation of Brexit

Further to the important announcement of the result of the referendum, the leader

of the country had to put in motion the process to formalise the withdrawal of the United
Kingdom from the European Union. It is important to note that at this stage, the situation
was unprecedented for both United Kingdom and the European Union, making the
process even longer and difficult.
Before talking about the implementation of Brexit, it is worth mentioning that the United
Kingdom saw David Cameron withdrawn himself from his duties as Prime Minister the
day after the results of the referendum. During his resignation speech of the 24™ of June
2016, he said:

“I will do everything I can as Prime Minister to steady the ship over the coming weeks
and months but I do not think it would be right for me to try to be the captain that steers
our country to its next destination.”

To understand the meaning of this statement, it is important to remember that even though
David Cameron was first to make a promise to the British people regarding the
referendum on the possible withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the European Union,

he was always in favour of the Union and led the “remain” campaign before the

40 http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/06/24/an-emotional-david-cameron-says-he-is-not-the-captain-
to-steer-o/ [Accessed on the 3™ of July 2017]
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referendum. From his perspective, someone who campaigned against Brexit would not

be able to captain the country towards its best interests.

From an implementation perspective; it is important to note that, first and
foremost, the results of the referendum did not automatically trigger the process of
withdrawal of the United Kingdom. This process can only start if the leaders of the
country wishing to withdraw from the European Union invokes the Article 50 of the
Treaty on European Union — as explained in its paragraph 2.

On this subject, it is worth mentioning that Theresa May — new Prime Minister in
position after the resignation of David Cameron — invoked the Article 50 of the T.E.U. on
the 29th of March, triggering the 2-year period anticipated by the third paragraph of the
Treaty. During this period, the terms and conditions of the United Kingdom’s exit will be
negotiated between the United Kingdom and the 27 member-states which will all have a
veto over the conditions. Moreover, it is important to note that the European laws will
still apply to the United Kingdom which officially remains part of the European Union
until the end of the negotiations. As a matter of fact, the United Kingdom will take part
to the E.U. business as usual except for the matters related to its own withdrawal.

But we can easily wonder why it took that long for the United Kingdom to
officially notify to the European Union the decision taken by the British people 8 months
before. It is important to note that from a constitutional perspective, the Prime Minister
did not have the right to trigger the withdrawal of the United Kingdom by herself. As a
matter of fact, the United Kingdom Supreme Court confirmed that the U.K. government
had to receive the approval from the Parliament through a bill to be able to trigger the
Article 50 of the Treaty on European Union. In that way, the government submitted the
European Union (Notification of Withdrawal) Bill*? in January 2017, hoping to get the
approval of the Parliament. Once the Bill got approved by the Parliament, the government

43

had to receive the Royal Assent™ before officially notifying the withdrawal of the United

Kingdom from the European Union. All this United Kingdom internal procedures explain

41 Appendix 2

42 http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/europeanunionnotificationofwithdrawal.html [Accessed on
the 5th of July]

4 Royal Assent: “This is when the Queen formally agrees to make the bill into an Act of
Parliament (law)” - Available on http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-
17/europeanunionnotificationofwithdrawal.html [Accessed on the 5th of July]
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why it took a few months to the United Kingdom to make the official announcement to
the European Union authorities.

Finally, from an organisational perspective, teams in charge of the negotiations
have been designated on both side. On the European Union part, the European
Commission with at its head, the French Michel Barnier**, will be dealing with all
subjects that are related to technical and juridical questions. On the other hand, the
European Council led with the Belgium Didier Seeuws*, will deal with the negotiations
related to diplomatic questions. Finally, the European Parliament, in charge of voting the
final text as the outcome of the negotiations, will be captained by the former Belgium
Prime Minister Guy Verhofstadt*®.

On the United Kingdom side, the main person in charge of the negotiation will be David
Davis who is famous for his Euroscepticism amongst other things. Theresa May, the U.K.
Prime Minister in position, will of course a say in the Brexit negotiations but David Davis
will lead the negotiations for the United Kingdom on her behalf. They will also be assisted
by three political figures: Olivier Robbins who will be Theresa May’s key adviser during
the negotiations; Tim Barrow — the United Kingdom’s ambassador to the European Union
— will be in charge of collecting information about the European Union’s standpoints
during the negotiations; and Boris Johnson whose behaviours and opinions could impact

the negotiations.

B. The stakes of Brexit

It is important to note that the process leading to the withdraw of the United
Kingdom from the European Union is still ongoing and as a matter of fact, this research
work will not be pointing out the consequences of such an event on both the United
Kingdom and the European Union. However, it is already possible to weigh the stakes
of the negotiations between the two parties and mention the key points which will be

discussed during these negotiations.

1. For the United Kingdom

It is important to emphasise that the results of the referendum on the United

4 http:/info.arte.tv/fr/brexit-active-place-aux-negociateurs [Accessed on the 5th of July]
4 http:/info.arte.tv/fr/brexit-active-place-aux-negociateurs [Accessed on the 5th of July]
4 http:/info.arte.tv/fr/brexit-active-place-aux-negociateurs [Accessed on the 5th of July]
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Kingdom’s continued membership in the European Union created an unprecedented
situation, leaving both parties in a confused position regarding the ins and outs of the
negotiations. From a United Kingdom perspective, it is however interesting to have a look
at their top priorities together with the challenges they will surely face during this period
of negotiations.

First and foremost, it is worth reminding that the negotiations between the
European Union and the United Kingdom regarding the conditions of its withdraw —
which officially started on the 19" of June 2017 — will last until the 29" of March 2019 —
which marks the end of the 2-year period. If no agreement is found between the two
parties before or as an outcome of this period, the United Kingdom will be pulled out
from the European Union and considered as any other third countries scrapping any
agreements with the organisation. However, even though finding an agreement with the
European Union is part of the top priorities of the country, it is worth mentioning that
Teresa May — the United Kingdom Prime Minister in charge of leading the country during
Brexit — said:

“No deal is better than a bad deal. '

This statement means that although the leaders of the United Kingdom understand the
importance for them to cut a deal with the European Union, they are not willing to forget
the best interests of the country in the negotiations and are even ready to walk away from
the European Union without any agreement rather than with a deal which would not serve
the country’s best interests.

Furthermore, the United Kingdom first concern goes towards the status of U.K.
citizens living in European Union member-states. According to data given by the United
Nations Global Migration Database®® in 2015, the number of U.K. citizens living in a
European Union member-state was estimated at 1.22 million*®. As a matter of fact, the

European countries which count the highest number of U.K. immigrants are Spain with

47 http://news.sky.com/video/may-on-brexit-no-deal-better-than-a-bad-deal-10897952 [Accessed on the 7™
of July 2017]

“8 The United Nations Global Migration Database is ““a comprehensive collection of empirical data on the
number (“stock™) of international migrants by country of birth and citizenship, sex and age as enumerated
by population censuses, population registers, nationally representative surveys and other official statistical
sources from more than 200 countries and territories in the world.” Available on
https://esa.un.org/unmigration/ [Accessed on the 8™ of July 2017]

49 Migration Statistics By Oliver Hawkins - Number SN06077, 29 June 2017. [Accessed on the 14% of July
2017]
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more than 309 thousand, the Republic of Ireland with 255 thousand and France with a
total of 185 thousand U.K. immigrants. Thus, there is no need to point out that this
question will be a challenge for the leaders of the Island who want to negotiate good
conditions to secure the future of their citizens, wherever they are based.

From a financial perspective, the contribution of the United Kingdom to the
European budget will once again be in the spotlights. In effect, finding common ground
on the amount of money the United Kingdom still needs to pay to the European Union as
part of its contribution to the budget until its formal withdrawal, will be the main
pecuniary challenge that the withdrawing country will face. As explained on the United
Kingdom Institute for Government website “The EU Budget operates through a multi-

50" _ this means that the European budget does not run on a

annual spending structure
year-to-year basis, making the calculation of the due amounts more complex in case of
withdrawal. As a matter of fact, the European budget is calculated on a 7-year cycle which
currently runs from 2014 to 2020 — period for which the United Kingdom committed to
pay the contribution. However, the formal withdrawal of the country is expected at the
end of March 2019, suggesting an uncertainty for the 21 months up to the end of 2020.
While the European Union and the United Kingdom both agree on the fact that the
withdrawing country will have to pay an amount to settle its account, the main challenge
will be find a common ground regarding the amount itself.

From a political standpoint, the United Kingdom’s withdrawal rekindled old
quarrels regarding the special status of Gibraltar — which will be the main political
challenge of the country for several reasons. First, it is worth mentioning that during the
referendum on Brexit, 96% of the voters in Gibraltar voted to “remain” in the European
Union as its withdrawal could have a very negative impact on the economy. As a matter
of fact, the economy expansion of Gibraltar is substantially due to its access to the
European Union Single Market as a British Overseas Territory®!. In addition to that, it is
important to note that the pro-European momentum of Gibraltar brought up old hopes
from the Spanish government. In effect, since 1713 — when the territory officially became

part of the United Kingdom — the Spanish has never stopped claiming the possession of

50 https://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/brexit-explained/eu-divorce-bill [Accessed on the 14t of
July 2017]

51 “Territory that is under the sovereignty of the UK but does not form part of the UK itself, such as
Bermuda, Gibraltar, and the Falkland Islands.” — Definition available on
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/british_overseas_territory [Accessed on the 15" of July 2017]
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this region.

To sum up the situation, the United Kingdom will face two challenges regarding this
matter. On one hand, they need to make sure that the interests of Gibraltar are considered
during the negotiations with the European Union. On the other hand, it is imperative for
the United Kingdom to restrain the hopes of the Spanish government and make sure that

they do not do anything that could make the negotiations harder®? about Gibraltar.

The negotiations brought up some questions about the position of the United
Kingdom post-Brexit. First, it is interesting to wonder how will the withdrawal of the
United Kingdom impact the country on an international level? Will the nation have the
same political influence being an independent country separated from the European
Union? In addition to that, it is also worth mentioning the economic repercussions of the
Brexit on the country. In the aftermath of the results of the referendum, we witnessed the
weakening of the pound. This led to a rise in inflation together with a rise of the
importation prices as a direct consequence of Brexit.
Even though the negotiations only started a few month ago, we can already see the first
consequences of the decision taken by the British people in June 2016. However, it is
important to note that it will take several years or even several decades to be able to draw

a full picture of the consequences related to Brexit.

2. For the European Union

It is worth mentioning that the Union lost one of its key members — which has
always had an important place in several areas. It is important to keep in mind that the
European Union — as an international organisation — will also face its own issues
regarding several matters. It is interesting to have a look at the situation of the United
Kingdom within the European Union — to understand exactly what is the European Union
loosing — and to also point out the what will be at stake during the negotiations on the
European Union side.

From a military point of view, the United Kingdom has a nuclear power together

with a seat at the United Nations Security Council. As a matter of fact, as well as losing

52 Every member-states will have a veto on final agreement of Brexit
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half of its nuclear power, the European Union, will also be losing a vote at the United
Nations Security Council.

Moreover, it is worth mentioning that the United Kingdom is a major economic agent of
the European Union, which counts more than 13% of the total population of the Union
and 14% of its GDP. From a budget contribution perspective, it is also important to note
that even though the United Kingdom has seen its contribution decrease following
Margaret Thatcher’s scandal explained in a previous part, the country is still part of the
states which are giving the most money as part of their contribution for the European
Budget. As a matter of fact, in 2015, the contribution of the United Kingdom was
estimated at €18,2 billion®, putting the country in third position behind Germany —€24.2
billion®* — and France — €19.01 billion®®. The main challenge for the European Union
here will be to find a way for them to make up for the loss of a country which pays for
15% of the total budget. In effect, the easiest solution which would come to one’s mind
would be for the European Union to reallocate the contribution of the United Kingdom to
the 27-remaining member-states. However, this situation is unprecedented and thus too

unpredictable for us to assume the approach of the European Union on this matter.

From a financial standpoint, the United Kingdom — and London, also known as “the City”
— represents the first financial place at the European Union but not only. As a matter of
fact, a briefing written by the European Parliament about the United Kingdom and the
E.U. financial services, stated that:

“In 2016 the Global Financial Centres Index®® placed London once again as the leading
»57

global financial centre, ahead of New-York, Singapore, Hong-Kong and Tokyo
In addition to that, it is important to keep in mind that the United Kingdom has been the

53 http://www.europarl.europa.eu/external/html/budgetataglance/default_en.html#united kingdom
[Accessed on the 15% of July 2017]

54 http://www.europarl.europa.eu/external/html/budgetataglance/default_en.html#germany [Accessed on
the 15™ of July 2017]

55 http://www.europarl.europa.eu/external/html/budgetataglance/default_en.html#france [Accessed on the

15% of July 2017]
% «A worldwide ranking of financial centres in terms of competitiveness in five key areas: people, business
environment, market access, infrastructure, and overall competitiveness.” — Available on:

http://www.investorwords.com/15423/Global_Financial Centres Index.html#ixzz4p5dIDD6a

57 Brexit: The United-Kingdom and EU financial services. — M. Magnus, A. Margerit and B. Mesnard,
Available on
http://www.europarl.europa.cu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2016/587384/IPOL_BRI(2016)587384 EN.pdf
[Accessed on the 20™ of July 2017]
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preferred diplomatic partner of the United States for decades — thanks to the creation of
several agreements following the World War II. Thus, the withdrawal of the
United Kingdom from the European Union raises the question of the relationship between
the European Union and the United States, post-Brexit.

From a negotiation point of view, Brexit raised a concern about the right of the
European citizens living on the British soil and this topic was set as a priority by the
persons in charge of the negotiations on the E.U. side. As a matter of fact, the number of

European citizens living in the United Kingdom reached 3,2 million®® in 2015.

EU citizens living in the UK

UK population by EU country of nationality, January to December 2015
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*Estimate too small for data to be available. Countries with smaller estimates have
relatively large margins for error, sothe order of countries in the table isn't reliable.

The graph above shows the breakdown of the European citizens living in the
United Kingdom by country of birth and nationality. As highlighted, Polish citizens
accounts for more than a third of the total European population living in the United
Kingdom. The challenge for the European Union will be to make sure that they find a

common ground with the United Kingdom to secure the rights of these people post-Brexit.

%8 https://www.euractiv.fr/section/royaume-uni-en-europe/news/europeens-au-royaume-uni-une-priorite-
beaucoup-dinquietudes/ [Accessed on the 21% of July 2017]
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However, as it was explained in the previous part, this concern is also shared by the United
Kingdom — situation which might help the two parties to find an agreement for the sake
of their citizens.

The European Union might also face economic challenge due to Brexit. In fact, it
is important to keep in mind that the United Kingdom is the 5™ biggest importer of good
and services worldwide which makes it a major trading partner for many countries of the
European Union. For instance, it is interesting to highlight the case of France: in 2015,
the French exportation towards the United Kingdom accounted for €31.5 billion®®. France
also saw its trade surplus increase significantly — €1.1 billion between 2014 et 2015%.
These results showcase the importance of the trading relationships between countries of
the European Union and France. However, Brexit involves the end of the common market
and the reinstatement of custom duties which will surely affect the trades between

members of the European Union and the United Kingdom.

III. The rise of internal challenges

As it was explained in the previous part, Brexit has put into motion an
unprecedented situation for both the European Union and the United Kingdom. On top of
the challenges that the two parties will have to face during and after the negotiations,
Brexit also brought to the light of day other internal concerns both for the European Union

and for the United Kingdom.

A. The questioning of the European Union

Little-by-little, the challenges linked to the announcement of Brexit is leaving
room to other concerns which could affect even more the European Union. While its main
priority is to find an exit agreement with the United Kingdom following the
announcement of Brexit, the European Union has been facing a tumultuous period of
questioning from its member-states on various areas. As a matter of fact, it seems that
Brexit encouraged the remaining member-states, in turn, to assess and question the

legitimacy of the European Union.

%9 https://www.tresor.economie.gouv. fi/Ressources/File/425312 [Accessed on the 21% of July 2017]
80 https://www.tresor.economie.gouv. fi/Ressources/File/425312 [Accessed on the 21% of July 2017]
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1. Increasing doubts in the member-states

As it was mentioned in the previous parts, the United Kingdom faced a raise of
Euroscepticism, which is one of the factors that led to the referendum on Brexit in June
2016. However, it is important to note that not only did the United Kingdom suffer from
this leaning, but many countries of the European Union have seen a rise of Euroscepticism
in their population for the last years. As a matter of fact, according to a study run by the
Pew Research Center®!, released in June 2016 “EU favorability is down in five of the six
nations surveyed in both 2015 and 2016%%”. For instance, France and Spain saw their
favourability drop respectively by 17 and 16 points®® while Germany, the United
Kingdom and Italy dropped by less than 10 points between 2015-2016%. This shows that
the opinion of the member-states citizens varied significantly in a year. Moreover, it is
interesting to note that these changes were effective in some of the countries that
participated to the creation of the European Union, such as France, Germany and Italy,

which seem to foreshadow the significative presence of Euroscepticism.

EU favorability varies widely in Europe

Viewsof EU
Unfavorable Favorable
Polang 22% e
sveoen s [ =
MNetherlands 48 - 51
Germany 45 - 50
o oo M
France 81 - 33
Gresce 71 B =
Source: Spring 2016 Global Attitudes Survey. 310c.
“Euroskepticism Beyond Brexit”
PEW RESEARCH CENTER

61 The Pew Research Center is an American organism which conducts various kind of researches about
subjects (public opinion polling, demographic data researches, etc).
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Moreover, the graph® above shows that the opinion on the European Union is
very contrasted depending on the member-states. For instance, while Poland and Hungary
are widely in favour of the European Union with more than 60%, France and Greece are,
on the contrary, not favourable to the Union for more than 60%. In addition to that, it is
interesting to remark that many countries which were questioned do not seem to have a
clear-cut opinion on the European Union. As a matter of fact, for the Netherlands,
Germany, Spain and the United Kingdom, the results between unfavourable and
favourable were very tight, indicating a clear questioning of the European Union.

In addition to this, I found interesting to have a look at the results of the European
elections of 2014. During these elections, the Eurosceptic parties took a step forward in
the European Union through the European Parliament. As a matter of fact, in some of the
member-states, the Eurosceptic parties came in first in the elections. For instance, this
was the case for France with the “Front National” which collected more than 24% of the
votes®®. But France was not the only country to vote for its Eurosceptic party. In effect, in
the United-Kingdom, Hungary, Poland and Denmark, the voters gave advantage to
Euroscepticism over the other political parties. On top of that, it is worth mentioning that
the presence of Euroscepticism in first position in some of these countries was
unprecedented, showing an undeniable rise of this anti-European political current in the
past few years. As a matter of fact, it is interesting to have a look at the previous European
elections which took place in 2009. Taking France as an example, while the “Front
National” came in first position on 2014 with over 24% of votes®’, the Eurosceptic party
came in fifth position of the 2009°s election with 6% of the votes®® which corresponds to
an increase of 18 points in 5 years.

This being acknowledged, it is also interesting to study the reasons why Euroscepticism
has increased for the past years. According to the study run by Pew Research Center in

2016, European citizens showed their disagreement with several areas handled by the

85 http://www.pewglobal.org/2016/06/07/euroskepticism-beyond-brexit/pm 2016-06-07 brexit-01/
[Accessed on the 23% of July 2017]

% http://www.europarl.europa.eu/elections2014-results/fr/country-results-fr-2014.html [Accessed on the
23% of July 2017]

87 http://www.europarl.europa.eu/elections2014-results/fr/country-results-fr-2009.html [Accessed on the
23% of July 2017]

88 http://www.europarl.europa.eu/elections2014-results/fr/country-results-fr-2009.html [Accessed on the
23% of July 2017]
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European Union. For instance, regarding the situation of refugees, all countries generally
disagree with the way the European Union is dealing with the matter®®. In effect, while
Greece disapproved the situation by 94%7, the Netherlands — which counts the lower
percentage — reached 63% L. Furthermore, the study also interrogated the European
citizens from an economic perspective. In effect, the question was about the way the
European Union has been handling the economic matters. Even though the answers seem
to be more divided, the results showed that 8 countries out of 10 disapprove the situation:
only Germany and Poland seem to be generally satisfied with the European input
regarding economic issues. Those opinion polls clearly showed a strong feeling of
discontent among the FEuropean member-states which can explain the rise of
Euroscepticism and the questioning of the European Union.

Furthermore, it is worth mentioning that the democratic legitimacy of the
European Union seems to have been challenged for the past few years. As an evidence, it
is interesting to examine the participation rate during the European election of 2014.
According to the official website of the European Parliament which published the results,
only 42.6%? of the European citizens of voting age went to the polling stations to make
their vote count. It is important to note that this is the lowest participation rate ever
recorded since the first European elections in 1979. With this in mind, it is also interesting
to point out that ever since the first European elections held in 1979, the turnout rate has
always been decreasing, from 61.99% during the first elections to 42.61% during the last
elections which corresponds to a decrease of almost 20 points. This significant drop
shows that European member-states citizens feel less and less concerned by what happens
at a European scale.

From a political perspective, it is also interesting to note that the study run by Pew
Research Center highlighted a concern about the integration of the European Union

concerning political matters. In effect, to the question “Which statement best describes

89 http://www.pewglobal.org/2016/06/07/euroskepticism-beyond-brexit/pm 2016-06-07 brexit-03/
[Accessed on the 25" of July 2017]
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your views of the European Union?"®”, 9 interrogated countries out of 10 had most of
their population stating that “some power should be returned to national government’*”.
This shows once again that the legitimacy of the European Union is severely questioned

by its citizens.

2. The challenges of the European Union towards this situation

The main challenge for the European Union regarding this situation will be to take
into consideration the concerns of the European citizens and to convert the hazards into
opportunities for the good of the Union. However, as we say, “it is easier said than done”
and in order to move the European project forward, the European Union will surely have
some challenges to overcome.

First of all, the European Union will need to make sure that Brexit do not cause a
long succession of countries wishing to withdraw from the Union. As a matter of fact,
even though the article 50 of the T.E.U was written and ratified in 2009, no countries had
ever decided to put it in motion to activate a withdrawal from the European Union. Thus,
Brexit could potentially be a model for some member-states where Euroscepticism has
increased for the past years, creating a wave of exit which could be disastrous for the
European Union. As a matter of fact, some leaders of member-states have already
appropriated the idea of Brexit. For instance, the leader of the French far-right “Front
National” political party Marine Lepen used the term “Frexit” during her presidential
campaign in 2017. Created on the same basis as “Brexit”, this term was used by the
French politician to describe her project to submit the French membership to the European
Union to a referendum. In addition to this threat caused by the increase of Euroscepticism
during the past years, it is evident that the European Union needs to be careful with the
conditions related to the United Kingdom’s withdrawal. In effect, working with the
United Kingdom towards arranging agreements could have a negative effect of the
remaining member-states. In effect, being part of the European Union needs to remain a

privilege for the member-states which benefit from economic, political and monetary

73 http://www.pewglobal.org/2016/06/07/euroskepticism-beyond-brexit/pm 2016-06-07 brexit-05/
[Accessed on the 25" of July 2017]
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agreements profitable for their country. By giving the United Kingdom compromising
agreements or by letting them take advantage of some European agreements while they
are no longer member of the organisation, the European Union would encourage other
member-states to question its validity. According to a study run by the French Institute of
Public Opinion in July 2016, 3 member-states out of 57 confirmed that they wanted the
European Union to be uncompromising during the negotiations on the withdrawal of the
United Kingdom.

However, it is important to note that the European Union also needs to make sure
to find a balance between being too flexible with the United Kingdom and being too
punitive towards them during the negotiations. While we have seen before that being too
compromising could harm the legitimacy of the European Union in the long term, being
too strict and take advantage of the negotiations to punish the United Kingdom could also
damage the European Union. As a matter of fact, the United Kingdom decided to put into
motion one of the articles of the T.E.U. which was created several years ago by the
European Union itself. With this in mind, a very punitive attitude towards the United
Kingdom during the negotiations would certainly give a very bad image of the European
Union and jeopardise its future. However, it is important to note that according to a
statement done by the European Council President, the European Union does not wish to
go down this road. He said:

“The EU27 does not and will not pursue a punitive approach. Brexit in itself is already
punitive enough.’®”

Even though the announcement of Brexit was a shock for many people, and was
described as an international disaster, it is important that the European Union react to this
crisis and take advantage of it to move the European project forward. The history of the
European Union, as an international organisation, is made up of many challenges and
crisis that the Union had to overcome in order to move forward. Brexit can also be an
opportunity for the European Union and its member states to question and analyse its
functioning. As a matter of fact, the dissatisfaction of the United Kingdom citizens which

pushed them to leave the European Union was mostly based on concerns which were put

75 http://www.robert-schuman.eu/en/european-issues/04 1 6-europeans-and-the-consequences-of-the-brexit
[Accessed on the 27" of July 2017]
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to the light of day years ago. To a certain extent, Brexit showed the weaknesses of the

European Union that both member-states and leaders have ignored for many years.

B. Some renewed tensions within the United Kingdom

Brexit means the separation between the European Union and the United
Kingdom. As mentioned in the previous part, this announcement brought up some
challenges for the European Union. This being acknowledged, it is important to note that
even though the United Kingdom decided to withdraw from the Union, this decision
revived some tensions rooted in the country’s history for many decades which adds some

more challenges to take into consideration during the negotiations of Brexit.

1. The questioning of Scotland’s affiliation to the United Kingdom

As explained in the first part of this research work, the relationship between the
United Kingdom and the European Union was never simple, from the beginning of the
European construction. However, it is important to note that not only did those two parties
face challenges along the way, but the United Kingdom also have had to deal with some
internal challenges with Scotland.

First, it is important to note that Scotland’s wish for independence has been
present for many decades. As a matter of fact, the northern region of the United Kingdom
held a referendum on its independence in 2014. This referendum was indeed the third
attempt after the ones in 1979 and 1997. On this third consultation, the question asked to
the Scottish citizens was “Should Scotland be an independent country?’” 55.3%78 of the
electorate answered “no” to this question, terminating once again the possibility of
Scotland’s independence. It is also worth mentioning that the Scottish Nation Party —
which heavily campaigned for the independence of Scotland — gained momentum during
the general election of 2015 where they won 56 seats out of 59 for Scotland. As reference
point, I found interesting to have a look at the results of the 2010’s general election. At

this time, the nationalist party only had 6’° seats which means that in 5 years this party

7 http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/events/scotland-decides/results [Accessed on the 29 of July 2017]
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multiplied its political influence by more than 9.

To better understand in which position the United Kingdom is regarding its
internal affairs, it is important to remind the results of Brexit. As explained in the previous
parts, the results of the referendum were quite variable depending on the regions. It is
indeed interesting to remind that Scotland was the region which voted the most against
Brexit. As a matter of fact, the northern region of the United Kingdom voted to “remain”
at 62%. This discrepancy between the will of the Scottish people and the global results of
the referendum rekindled some old tensions between the United Kingdom and its northern
region. As Nicola Surgeon said during her speech in the wake of the referendum results:

“As things stand, Scotland faces the prospect of being taken out of the EU against

our will. "%

And she also added:

“And of course, we face that prospect less than two years after being told that it
was our own referendum on independence that would end our membership of the
European Union and that only a rejection of independence could protect it. 8!

It is worth mentioning that one of the arguments used during the campaign on the
referendum on the independence of Scotland of 2014 was about the status of Scotland
towards the European Union. As a matter of fact, the United Kingdom being part of the
European Union, if Scotland ever decided to leave the United Kingdom, it would
automatically mean that Scotland would lose its membership to the European Union,
putting an end to all the political, economic and monetary agreements. However, even
though this possibility was brought up as a terrible thing, it is important to note that if
Scotland ever decided to become an independent country, nothing could stop them from
joining the European Union. Nevertheless, before being able to join the European Union,
Scotland would have to go through the process which allows countries to become
members.

This being acknowledge, the important difference of viewpoint between the
United Kingdom and Scotland once again raised the question of independence. As a
matter of fact, the will of the Scottish people was not observed as an outcome of the

referendum on Brexit, giving an opportunity to some political parties to campaign for a

80 http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-36620375 [Accessed on the 1 of August 2017]
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second referendum for Scotland’s sake as Nicola Sturgeon mentioned during her speech
on the 24™ of June 2016:

“Scotland does now face that prospect - it is a significant and material change in
circumstances - and it is therefore a statement of the obvious that the option of a second
referendum must be on the table. And it is on the table.%

However, it is interesting to analyse the situation to understand the potential pros
and cons of a new referendum. On one hand, this new referendum can be seen by Scots
as an opportunity to make their voice count about their future, after the Brexit situation
during which their will was not respected. Even though a majority did not want to become
an independent country when the referendum of 2014 took place, the situation that Brexit
brought might have change their mind on the question. On the other hand, putting in place
a referendum while the United Kingdom is negotiating its withdrawal from the European
Union can be risky as the conditions of the withdrawal are still unknown.

This being acknowledged, it is important that the First Minister of Scotland
decided to postpone the question of a Scottish referendum after the Brexit negotiations.
During her speech at the Scottish Parliament on the 27" of June 2017, she stated:

“We will - in good faith - redouble our efforts and put our shoulder to the wheel
in seeking to influence the Brexit talks in a way that protects Scotland's interests "%

This means that instead of fighting against the United Kingdom to put in motion
a new referendum, the Scottish leaders decided to put this project on hold to join the

United Kingdom and fight for Scotland’s best interests during the negotiations of Brexit.

2. A sensitive situation with Northern Ireland

As it was explained in the previous part, Brexit brought back some old quarrels
between the United Kingdom and Scotland, which overwhelmingly voted to remain in
the European Union. However, it is important to remember that Scotland was not the only
region of the United Kingdom which wanted to stay in the European Union. As a matter
of fact, Northern Ireland also voted to remain at 55%, which put the United Kingdom in

a very delicate situation regarding this other region. To understand the situation in which

82 http://www.bbe.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-36620375 [Accessed on the 1% of August 2017]
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Northern Ireland has found itself since the announcement of Brexit, I focused my
researches on the economic and political consequences.

From an economic perspective, it is important to note that in Northern Ireland,
the primary sector — which includes agriculture — still represents an important part of the
economy. As part of the European Union, the region is entitled to funding coming from
the Common Agricultural Policy. For instance, on the 2013/2014 financial year, Northern
Ireland received over £348 million®* via the Common Agricultural Policy of the European
Union. Thus, it goes without saying that the withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the
European will have negative consequences on the economy of this region as it will leave
Northern Ireland without any funding.

In addition to this, it is worth mentioning that Northern Ireland has taken
advantage of the common market for many decades and especially of the free movement
of goods. As a matter of fact, in 2016 more than 50% of exportations from Northern
Ireland headed to European Union member-states®®. For instance, the Republic of Ireland
— which is a neighbouring country to Northern Ireland — is the first destination for
Northern Ireland exportation and accounts for 31%°% of the total. Even though we do not
know yet the outcome of Brexit, we can easily imagine that taking the single market away
from the United Kingdom — and by extension from Northern Ireland — could have very
negative impacts on its economy. In the same way, the United Kingdom and especially
Northern Ireland represent a very important trade partner for the Republic of Ireland for

which Brexit will also have a negative economic consequence.

From a political standpoint, it is worth mentioning that Brexit could potentially
have a terrible impact on the relationship between the Republic of Ireland and Northern
Ireland for several reasons.

First, at the signature of the peace agreement, also known as The Good Friday
Agreement, between the United Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland in 1998, the north-
south border controls for citizens and goods were supressed, allowing the reconciliation

of the two parts of the island. On this point, Brexit potentially means the creation of an

8 https://batchgeo.com/map/9e737dbb0bb7{f483406de8ece30d0d9 [Accessed on the 3™ of August 2017]
8 http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/northern-ireland/more-than-half-of-northern-ireland-exports-
g0-t0-eu-35374466.html [Accessed on the 3™ of August 2017]
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external border between the Republic of Ireland — which is part of the European Union —
and Northern Ireland. This direct consequence of Brexit would jeopardise their political
relationship and cause serious issues in the process of peace between the two regions.
Moreover, The Good Friday Agreement also stated the creation of a North/South
Ministerial Council which gathers to discuss about subject of mutual interests — such as
agriculture, transport, etc. — to favour the development of the island. However, the
legitimacy of such an organisation will potentially be questioned as it will be more
difficult for the two parties to find common grounds. As a matter of fact, while the
Republic of Ireland might be eligible to receive some funding from the European Union
for projects related to the development of agriculture, Northern Ireland will not be entitled
to the same funding, making the collaboration between the two sides of the island very

difficult.

All these economic and political challenges brought by the announcement of
Brexit on the 24™ of June 2016 do not seem to augur positive changes for Northern Ireland
in the next months and even seems to jeopardise the stability brought by the signature of
The Good Friday Agreement almost two decades ago. However, it is important to
remember that we are still at the early stages of the Brexit negotiations and it will surely
take many years to be able to measure the good and bad consequences that Brexit had on

all parties involved.
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CONCLUSION

For the last couple of years, the legitimacy of the European Union has not only
been questioned by Brexit: this is what needs to be remembered from this research work.
The European Union has been facing a lot of troubles from political to economic

challenges.

The purpose of the European Union was to create a new international organisation
which would allow its members to be more present on the international scene which was,
by the time, monopolised by the United States and the USSR after World War II. Through
the implementation of agreements between member-states, the European Union was
meant to support and ensure the prosperity of its members. However, the place and the
legitimacy of the European Union have been challenged by the member-states, where the

trust clearly lost ground and scepticism towards the institutions increased little-by-little.

The United Kingdom is a concrete example of this questioning. Even though the
relationship between the country and the European Union was never simple and went

through lots of crisis, Brexit is a proof of the situation that the European Union is facing.

In effect, Brexit brought to the light of day the weaknesses of the European Union
that member-states and their leaders have ignored for decades. Therefore, it can be said

that Brexit marks the beginning of a new era for the European Union.

Yet, this affirmation can be discussed. Brexit is mainly seen as the beginning of a
new era for the European Union due to its unprecedented situation. However, although
the focus of this research work was the European Union, it is important to keep in mind
that Brexit also has a direct impact on the United Kingdom which decided to withdraw

from the Union.

Ultimately, I think that the expression “new era” comes across very negative.
However, this can be a chance for the European Union. If the leaders take this “earthquake”

as an opportunity rather than a threat, the European Union can surely come out stronger
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and strengthened its relationship with the remaining member-states.

I also think that even though the expression “new era” can be used regarding the
future of the European Union, it is important to keep in mind that the process of
withdrawal is still ongoing and that several years and even decades will be needed to have

a full understanding of the consequences of Brexit on the European Union.
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Appendix 1:
Map of the Schengen Area

www.polgeonow.com

~ I Sschengen Area (EU) ;
| Schengen Area (non-EU) ":i
Unofficial participants (non-EUi

» Faroe

y Islands
Schengen zones not shown: 4 "
—Canary Islands (Spain) 4 T Non-Schengen EU countries
--Madeira (Portugal)
--Azores (Portugal) —% RUSSIA nﬁt{f\/
All are islands located ’;‘?g"pe/ - FUture SChengen (Cur )
southwest of map 3 S .
fﬁ S/ - Schengen-exempt EU countries
§”§g ‘7}) 5’”{* '1\ DENMARK \b\ (As of March 2016) i% -
‘ 2 \ BELARUS /\\ ~ S
2 e ST % 74 e

MONACO

VATICAN § Ly iR -
aTy ) P
‘:'

GREECE

Cewff  Melila  csentelm by
MO~ AILGERIA f N.¢ @ VALTA g

o
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Appendix 2:
Article 50 — Treaty on European Union

Article 50 - Treaty on European Union (TEU)
1. Any Member State may decide to withdraw from the Union in accordance with its own
constitutional requirements.

2. A Member State which decides to withdraw shall notify the European Council of its
intention. In the light of the guidelines provided by the European Council, the Union shall
negotiate and conclude an agreement with that State, setting out the arrangements for its
withdrawal, taking account of the framework for its future relationship with the Union. That
agreement shall be negotiated in accordance with Article 218(3) of the Treaty on the
Functioning of the European Union. It shall be concluded on behalf of the Union by the
Council, acting by a qualified majority, after obtaining the consent of the European Parliament.

3. The Treaties shall cease to apply to the State in question from the date of entry into force of
the withdrawal agreement or, failing that, two years after the notification referred to in
paragraph 2, unless the European Council, in agreement with the Member State concerned,
unanimously decides to extend this period.

4. For the purposes of paragraphs 2 and 3, the member of the European Council or of the
Council representing the withdrawing Member State shall not participate in the discussions of
the European Council or Council or in decisions concerning it.

A qualified majority shall be defined in accordance with Article 238(3)(b) of the Treaty on the
Functioning of the European Union.

5. If a State which has withdrawn from the Union asks to rejoin, its request shall be subject to
the procedure referred to in Article 49.

Source: Article 50 of the Lisbon Treaty - European Union, 2016. Available:
http://www.newstalk.com/Brexit-Article-50-Lisbon-Treaty-Britain-UK-Ireland-Council-
of-the-European-Union-European-Parliament [Accessed on the 19™ of July]
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Appendix 3:
Letter from Theresa May to Donald Tusk triggering Article 50

10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SWIA 2AA

THE PRIME MINISTER 29 March 2017

"De Mrarshitts Tk

On 23 June last year, the people of the United Kingdom voted to leave the
European Union. As [ have said before, that decision was no rejection of
the values we share as fellow Europeans, Nor was it an attempt to do harm
to the European Union or any of the remaining member states. On the contrary,
the United Kingdom wants the European Union to succeed and prosper.
Instead, the referendum was a vote to restore, as we see it, our national
self-determination. We are leaving the European Union, but we are not leaving
Europe — and we want to remain committed partners and allies to our friends
across the continent.

Earlier this month, the United Kingdom Parliament confirmed the result of the
referendum by voting with clear and convincing majorities in both of its Houses
for the European Union (Notification of Withdrawal) Bill, The Bill was passed
by Parliament on 13 March and it received Royal Assent from Her Majesty
The Queen and became an Act of Parliament on 16 March,

Today, therefore, | am writing to give effect to the democratic decision of the
people of the United Kingdom. 1 hereby notify the European Council in
accordance with Article 50(2) of the Treaty on European Union of the United
Kingdom’s intention to withdraw from the European Union. In addition, in
accordance with the same Article 50(2) as applied by Article 106a of the
Treaty Establishing the European Atomic Energy Community, | hereby notify
the European Council of the United Kingdom’s intention to withdraw from the
European Atomic Energy Community. References in this letter to the European
Union should therefore be taken to include a reference to the European Atomic
Energy Community.

Source available: http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/0/what-is-article-50-the-only-
explanation-you-need-to-read/ [Accessed on the 20th of July 2017]
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RESUME DU MEMOIRE

Ce mémoire de recherche a pour objectif de déterminer dans quelle mesure peut-

on dire que le Brexit marque une nouvelle ére pour 1’Union Européenne.

A T’occasion de ce mémoire, Ihistoire et le développement de 1’Union
Européenne mettent en avant un changement progressif mais bien réel de 1’objectif
premier de 1’Union Européenne. Par ailleurs, les relations entre le Royaume-Uni et
I’Union Européenne mettent en exergue un manque de confiance bien présent entre les
deux parties.

De plus, le Brexit par son concept inédit constitue en lui-méme un challenge de
taille pour I’Union Européenne. Cependant, la période de négociations avec le Royaume-
Uni ne fait que commencer et 1’objectif principal de 1’Union Européenne est de trouver
un terrain d’entente avec le Royaume-Uni concernant les conditions de son retrait.

Cependant, d’autres défis semblent avoir frappé 1’Union Européenne depuis
I’annonce du Brexit. En effet, une remise en question du bien-fondé¢ de 1’Union
Européenne de la part des états membres se propagent petit a petit. Par ailleurs, depuis
I’annonce du Brexit, certaines querelles passées semblent avoir resurgi du coté du
Royaume-Uni. En effet, I’Ecosse et 1’Irlande du Nord ont majoritairement votés pour
rester dans I’Union Européenne, et se retrouvent donc confronter a des défis internes en

raison du Brexit.

Pour conclure, on peut dire que le Brexit constitue en effet le début d’une nouvelle
¢re pour I’Union Européenne. Cependant, bien qu’il s’agisse d’un des plus gros défis
auquel I’Union Européenne a été confronté depuis sa création, il s’agit aussi d’une
opportunité pour I’Union de faire les ajustements nécessaires et en sortir plus forte et plus
unie. Par ailleurs, il est important de noter que la situation est également inédite pour le

Royaume-Uni pour qui les conséquences d’un tel choix sont encore a découvrir.
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